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Child Crisis Arizona breaks ground for big Mesa center

Child Crisis Arizona has broken ground 
in west Mesa for a sprawling 2.4-acre 
campus with a 38,000-square-foot 

building that will house a variety of services 
for low-income families and children.

Child Crisis’ mission is to provide children 
and youth in Arizona a safe environment, 
free from abuse and neglect, by creating 
strong and successful families.

It said the two-story building at 424 W. 
Rio Salado Pkwy. will be “net zero,” meaning 
it will balance the amount of greenhouse 
gas produced against the amount removed 
from the atmosphere and produce as much 
energy as it consumes.

 “The campus will be one of the first for 
any nonprofit in Arizona to put sustainabil-
ity at the forefront and build for future gen-
erations,” the nonprofit said.

“Child Crisis Arizona has experienced un-
precedented program growth especially in 
its early education programs. This growth 
meant our staff members and programs 

were sprinkled throughout the Valley as we 
didn’t have adequate space,” said Child Crisis 
Arizona CEO Torrie Taj.

She said the nonprofit last year served 
over 7,500 unduplicated people and that the 
campus “will offer additional program space 
for both Child Crisis Arizona and partner 
organizations to provide transformational 
programs focused on impact for under-
served children, youth, and families. 

“Establishing this new campus will cen-
tralize Child Crisis Arizona operations and 
leverage synergies with partner organiza-
tions.”

The new campus will offer: foster care 
and adoption services, family education, 
children’s counseling, health and wellness 
such as medical screenings and basic needs, 
a centralized kitchen and food distribution 
center, centralized administration and phi-
lanthropy, foster teen programs, therapies 
using art, dance, and music, training and 
partnerships.

TRIBUNE NEWS STAFF

Child Crisis Arizona’s new west Mesa campus will be home to a broad range of services for low-
income families and kids. (Courtesy Child Crisis Arizona)see CRISIS page 4
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According to Jodi Stoken, chief develop-
ment officer, Child Crisis Arizona will have  
strategic collaborations planned with such 
organizations as Ballet Arizona, United Food 
Bank, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and Free Arts 
for Abused Children of Arizona. 

“Partnerships like this with other orga-
nizations whose mission is to strengthen 
families means together we can assure that 

children, youth, and families receive high-
quality wraparound services in one loca-
tion,” she said/

“Though the Child Crisis Arizona campus 
will have a deep, everlasting impact on the 
community, it will have a very small impact 
on the environment,” says Barry Chasse, 
founder of CHASSE Building Team. 

“We are using a biophilic design 
throughout, meaning deliberate incorpo-
ration of things like natural lighting and 

ventilation, natural landscape features 
and other elements for creating a more 
productive and healthier built environ-
ment for people,” said Doug McCord, prin-
cipal at Architectural Resource Team. “It 
will meet the highest level of standards 
for Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) and attain a 
Living Futures Petal Project Certification 
upon its completion.”

The project is slated for completion in 
mid-2024. 

CRISIS from page 3

Four Mesa students are among the 82 
high school seniors across Arizona 
chosen as semifinalists for the presti-

gious Flinn Scholarship.
Selected from over 1,000 applicants were 

Mesa residents Marina Abdelmalak, a Chan-
dler Preparatory Academy senior; Jakob 
Dueck of Dobson High, Elizabeth Ghartey 
of BASIS Mesa and Quinlan Harris of Red 
Mountain High School.

They and the other semifinalists will in-
terview this week and the overall group will 
be winnowed down to about 40 finalists be-
fore 20 seniors are selected in April for the 
scholarship. Since 1986, the Flinn Founda-
tion has awarded 20 seniors from across the 
state with a scholarship worth more than 
$130,000 to pay for tuition, housing, meals 
at the state’s three public universities.

The semifinalists represent 59 traditional 
public, charter, and private high schools, 
and include one home-schooled student 
from Maricopa, Coconino, Gila, Pima, Pinal, 

Yavapai, and Yuma counties
One benefit of the full-ride scholarship is 

the ability to explore different areas of study 
without the worry of debt, and Mesa native 
Nathaniel Ross is a perfect example of that.

In November, the American Rhodes Schol-
ar Class of 2023 announced 32 students had 
won the prestigious scholarship/ This Octo-
ber, Ross will begin his studies at England’s 
University of Oxford, where he plans to pur-
sue a Master of Philosophy in comparative 
social policy and participate with the Oxford 
Disability Law and Policy Project. 

Four Mesa students are Flinn semifinalists
BY JOSH ORTEGA 
Tribune Staff Writer




