
Serena Simms

APRIL  2016

newsChild Crisis Arizona

PREVENT  ADVOCATE  SUPPORT

For six years, Serena Simms has hosted Wine, Women & Horses at Turf 
Paradise to benefit Child Crisis Arizona. The 6th Annual event was held 
March 5 and raised $55,000 for the agency.

“I have been so blessed in my life and I feel it is so important to give back. 
I did interview different agencies, and Child Crisis Arizona stood out. 
When taking the tour, I was impressed with the people, felt the love and 
everything was so clean and organized. I love that they support all families 
not just the ones in crisis. I also think it is important to offer the full circle of support for the families, with 
education, fostering and adoption not just the sheltering of children. There are certain people in your life you 
instantly have a connection with, and Jodi Stoken, Child Crisis Arizona Chief Development Officer was one!” 
says Simms.

Nearly 500 women gathered at Turf Paradise donning their best derby attire and outrageous hats to support the 
agency’s profound impact on abused children and vulnerable families in the Valley. “Serena and Turf Paradise 
have been amazingly generous, and partnering in this event year after year,” says Torrie A. Taj, Child Crisis 
Arizona CEO. “Next year Serena and Child Crisis Arizona invite all of you caring (and fashionable) ladies to join 
us in this unique, special event that sponsors the innocent children in foster care and our emergency shelters.”

Money raised from this event directly benefits the children and families of Child Crisis Arizona. “The goal of this 
event is to raise important funding for the agency’s emergency children’s shelters and to support the more than 
21,000 Arizona kids in out-of-home care who need safe and loving homes. We are so grateful for our sponsors, 
donors and attendees who stepped up to help these children and families who deserve better,” remarks Simms.

“It is the right combination! Fashion, raffle prizes, a delicious lunch, wine and the beauty and excitement of 
horse racing all benefiting the children! Women love to dress up in dresses and hats which makes the event a 
fashion show. The hat contest has grown and the women are having their own parties to decorate their hats,” 
continues Simms.
                                  Thank you, Serena, for your dedication and support of Child Crisis Arizona!
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Serena Simms and Torrie Taj 
at Wine, Women & Horses. Attendees waiting to participate in the hat contest.

Board members Maria Williams, Noelle Miller 
and Cindy Coffman enjoying the festivities.



If you have everything 

thing you need and want 

this birthday, anniversary, 

wedding or baby shower, 

consider sharing your 

special occasion with 

Child Crisis Arizona. In lieu 

of gifts, ask your family 

and friends to donate in 

your honor to Child Crisis 

Arizona.

Click here to donate items 

Child Crisis Arizona needs. 

Your gift of giving will make 

it one you will never forget!

WISH LIST

• Retailer gift cards for 
clothes and shoes 

• Gift Cards for grocery, 
entertainment, etc.

• Gasoline and oil change 
gift cards

To donate, please drop off at either 
our Phoenix or Mesa locations, or 
mail to 817 N. Country Club Dr., 
Mesa, AZ 85201. 

advocate
  Share your             

     SPECIAL
          DAY
                                with    

        Child Crisis Arizona support

CORPORATE SPOTLIGHT

Each year during the Season for Sharing campaign, The Arizona 
Republic and AZCentral asks Arizona to give back and they always 
come through. This year, a total of $2.73 million was awarded to 
144 community organizations.

Since 2007, The Arizona Republic’s Season for Sharing campaign 
has donated more than $1.5 million to Child Crisis Arizona, 
including this year’s gift of $85,000, which was possible because 
of readers and Season for Sharing in partnership with The Gannett 
Foundation, BillingTree and the Nina Mason Pulliam Trust. 12 
News and The Republic has matched contributions 50 cents on 
the dollar until donations reached $1,000,000. The Republic 
covers all administrative costs, so 100 percent of all donations 
go to local nonprofits. With the help of donors and matching gift 
partners, The Arizona Republic has been a part of generating almost 
$57 million in grants since 1993.

Check out our ...

This year, we celebrate National Volunteer Week 
by celebrating our many volunteers. Because 
of our dedicate volunteers, Child Crisis Arizona 
is able to serve children ranging from board 
volunteers, individuals and children through 
donation drives. In 2015, nearly 4,400 volunteers 
gave their time to serve our agency in a multitude 
of ways. Those volunteers logged almost 35,000 
volunteer hours and the value of their service 
is estimated at nearly $800,000 according to 
Independent Sector.

THANK YOU      
      to our VOLUNTEERS

http://childcrisisaz.org/share-your-special-occasion/


The CoBiz Financial AZ Biz Bash celebrates its 
10th Anniversary this year! Biz Bash is produced 
by CoBiz Financial and is an exciting concert 
fundraiser featuring entertainment from 
yesteryear along with a delicious meal, hosted 
bar and high-end silent auction. Proceeds from 
the one-night event benefit two pre-selected, 
local nonprofits focused on children in-need. 
To learn more about Biz Bash and its important 
mission, visit bizbash.org/az. 

Selected from a highly competitive pool of 
applicants, Child Crisis Arizona is honored to be 
a beneficiary for AZ Biz Bashes 2015 and 2016. 
We received $74,000 from last year’s Biz Bash to 
help support the children in our shelters and in 
our care.

EVENTS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

support

SAVE THE DATE
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Arizona is in 
a Crisis...

WE NEED MORE FOSTER HOMES!

AZ Biz Bash 2015 | LEFT: Venue 
of Scottsdale. ABOVE: Becky Jackson, 
former ICAN CEO, 2015 AZ Biz Bash 
Co-Chairs Adam Christensen and Cathy 
Valenzuela, Torrie Taj and Steve Bangert, 
chairman and CEO of Cobiz Financial.

ChildAbusePrevention 
                  M O N T H

  Child Crisis Arizona is committed 
       to preventing child abuse and neglect 
                               in our community.
Click here to see our expanded prevention and education classes.

http://childcrisisaz.org/wp-content/uploads/FR-Schedule-4-2016-Mesa-and-Phoenix-1.pdf
http://www.cobizfinancial.com/bizbash/az/Pages/default.aspx
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There are multiple ways you can help 
support Arizona’s children and families: 

■ Tour our emergency children’s shelters.

■ Give your time and volunteer. There are many
options for individuals or groups available,
even options for children and teens.

■ Your generosity can provide hope for the
children and families we serve. Ways to
support include:
• Tax Credit • Legacy gifts
• Monetary donations • Tribute gifts
• In-kind items (new) • Giving Society

DONATE NOW

817 N. Country Club Drive
Mesa, Arizona 85201

480.834.9424  |  info@childcrisisaz.org

childcrisisaz.org

BOARD of DIRECTORS

HOW YOU CAN HELP
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If you have any questions regarding making a gift,
please contact Justin Duran, Development Manager, at

480.834.9424 ext.6100 or justin.duran@childcrisisaz.org

http://childcrisisaz.org/how-you-can-help/donate/
http://childcrisisaz.org/day-in-our-life-tours/
http://childcrisisaz.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChildCrisisAZ
https://mobile.twitter.com/childcrisisariz
https://www.linkedin.com/company/child-crisis-arizona?report%2Esuccess=KJ_KkFGTDCfMt-A7wV3Fn9Yvgwr02Kd6AZHGx4bQCDiP6-2rfP2oxyVoEQiPrcAQ7Bf
https://www.instagram.com/childcrisisarizona/

