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4You may be able to show them what a real home is.
Most children in foster care have not experienced what a real 
home is. The average child in foster care is not used to eating at 
the dinner table, having scheduled homework time or even just 
having parents around. 

5 You can show them that someone out there will 
love them just for who they are. 
Take some time to love a teen child, to understand them when 
they mess up, to celebrate life’s milestones with them. You’ll be 
rewarded by changing a life of one in desperate need of care.

You may be able 
to make that hard 

time a little easier.

It's hard and mentally exhausting 
for a teen not knowing how long 
that placement will last, or if 
“home” will ever come along.

You may become the only family they have. 
Imagine aging out of the foster system and not having 
a family to guide you into early adulthood.1

5            REASONS to  
  Foster Parent a Teen

You may be the only person they will 
ever be able to trust.23

CONNECT WITH US



M E E T  
Child Crisis
Arizona
FAMILIES..There are so many 

children who need 
positive adult 
role models. 

Fostering allows you 
to be the real hero in 

a child’s life story.  

PAIN
Growing

What makes 
children in foster 

care special? 
EVERYTHING!

  C O N S I D E R  
attending an orientation         
                          at Child Crisis Arizona
 
Learn about the needs of children in foster care, what your 
role in meeting those needs would be, the process of 
licensing/certification and the support/resources offered 
to foster and adoptive families.

Foster Care & Adoption orientations are drop-in and held at 
6 pm at 817 N. Country Club Drive, Mesa, AZ 85201 unless 
noted otherwise on our website:   
        childcrisisaz.org/what-we-do/adoption-foster-care/

2019 Orientation Dates: June 4, July 2, August 6, 
September 3, October 1, November 5, December 3

Call (480) 834-9424 or contact one of our Adoption/Foster 
care specialists directly by filling out the online Foster Care 
& Adoption Inquiry form.

It becomes more and more difficult for the child welfare system 
to place older children in families. In 2017, 95% of children 12 
and under lived in families while just 58% of teenagers did.

Q & A with Ricky, a foster parent...
What inspired you to take not one, but two sibling groups? 
We never intended to adopt 5 children, let alone 5 boys plus 
a baby! But when we started this journey we planned to do 
our best to keep siblings together. We were on the path to 
adoption with the first two children we had fostered and were 
asked to take the youngest of a sibling set of 3. Over time we 
were asked if we would be willing to take the other boys so 
they could be together. Of course we said yes!

What are the challenges? How difficult are the 
obstacles to overcome? 
Challenges come in many forms. One of the biggest 
challenges is the lack of understanding the outside world has 
on the impact of trauma on a child’s development. The 
experiences that lead children to foster care are with them 
every single day and yet the outside world expects them to 
function as a child raised in a typical home. While in many 
situations they do, and do so quite well, there are others in 
which a child in foster care needs more empathy and 
understanding. As a foster care provider it can be difficult to 
continuously educate person after person of the impacts 
trauma can have on a child. Another challenge is managing 
your own expectations of what children should be and do. As 
a foster or adoptive parent many times you have to get over 
yourself. What you are doing is bigger than you. A child’s life 
is in your hands. Navigating this journey has made us better, 
more reflective, and empathetic people. 

What is your favorite thing to do with your children? 
Having dinner at the table as a family, with 5 boys ages 12-19 
and now a baby, time is precious. Dinner together is an 
opportunity to catch up on what is going on in their lives. 

Any great stories? Moments of joy? 
There are so many memorable moments, but the two that stick 
out are when my now 19 year old graduated high school. He 
was 14 when he moved in with us, and he wasn’t sure he could 
do it. The second is when we decided to foster the baby we 
now have. Seeing each of my boys be able to show him empathy 
and nurturing him the way a baby should be nurtured showed 
me somewhere along the way we are doing something right.
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Being a foster parent is our 
favorite thing about 

our life right now! 
As foster parents, we have the 

exceptional privilege of helping a 
child walk through one of the most 

difficult times in his life. Watching our 
foster son grow and heal and learn 

to be a kid again is indescribable. 
He brings us so much joy and 
love every day and we are so 

grateful for the support of 
Child Crisis Arizona!

                                                                                               
Foster mom, Lea

”

“
     ...special kids

with special needs
Are you someone who 

has experience with special 
needs children, is bi-lingual 

in Spanish or has a heart 
for older children? 

These children need 
loving homes.

SE
EK

IN

G FOSTER PARENTS for...

6% of aged-out (18 years old)  
children graduate from college

40% of aged-out children end 
up homeless

25% of aged-out children do 
not even have a high school 

diploma or GED

30% less foster children compared 
to non-foster children held jobs 

by age 24

WHAT  T E E N S  in 
FOSTER CARE FACE

      In 2018, Child Crisis Arizona’s licensed foster care homes provided 
nearly 78,000 nights of safe sleep for hundreds of children.

OTHER WAYS YOU  CAN HELP.. .
Volunteer 
your time

Utilize the Arizona State Foster Care Tax Credit 
(QFCO #10012) to support Child Crisis Arizona‘s efforts
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